DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA, CHAIRMAN
CURT WELDON, PENNSYLVANIA
JOEL HEFLEY, COLORADO

JIM SAXTON, NEW JERSEY

JOHN M. McCHUGH, NEW YORK
TERRY EVERETT, ALABAMA
ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND
HOWARD P. “BUCK” McKEON, CALIFORNIA
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

JOHN N. HOSTETTLER, INDIANA
WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA
JIM RYUN, KANSAS

JIM GIBBONS, NEVADA

ROBIN HAYES, NORTH CAROLINA
HEATHER WILSON, NEW MEXICO
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

ROB SIMMONS, CONNECTICUT

JO ANN DAVIS, VIRGINIA

ED SCHROCK, VIRGINIA

W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI

J. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOE WILSON, SOUTH CAROLINA
FRANK A. LOBIONDO, NEW JERSEY
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

JEB BRADLEY, NEW HAMPSHIRE
ROB BISHOP, UTAH

MICHAEL TURNER, OHIO

JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA
CANDICE S. MILLER, MICHIGAN
PHIL GINGREY, GEORGIA

MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA

TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA
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ONE HUNDRED EIGHTH CONGRESS

April 2, 2004

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld

Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI

JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS

LANE EVANS, ILLINOIS

GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPPI

NEIL ABERCROMBIE, HAWAII
MARTY MEEHAN, MASSACHUSETTS
SILVESTRE REYES, TEXAS

VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

JIM TURNER, TEXAS

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
LORETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA
MIKE MCINTYRE, NORTH CAROLINA
CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

ELLEN O. TAUSCHER, CALIFORNIA
ROBERT A. BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA
BARON P. HILL, INDIANA

JOHN B. LARSON, CONNECTICUT
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA
JAMES R. LANGEVIN, RHODE ISLAND
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON

JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE

JIM MARSHALL, GEORGIA
KENDRICK B. MEEK, FLORIDA
MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, GUAM
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
TIM RYAN, OHIO

ROBERT S. RANGEL, STAFF DIRECTOR

I would like to first extend my sympathy and dismay over the recent brutal killings in Fallujah.
All of the killings in Irag—both of our troops and of contractors and civilians—have been
unacceptable and tragic, but the murder and desecration of the four Americans working for
Blackwater USA was particularly barbaric. I would hope that plans are being prepared for a
measured but powerful response.

One of the issues raised by this tragedy is the role being played by private military firms such as
Blackwater. Media reports indicate that at the time of the ambush, the personnel in question

were providing security for a food delivery convoy. I also understand that Blackwater provides
the personal security for Ambassador Paul Bremer.

I would like to request that you provide my office with a breakdown of information regarding
private military and security personnel in Iraq. Specifically I would like to know which firms are
operating in Irag, how many personnel each firm has there, which specific functions they are

performing, how much they are being paid, and from which appropriations accounts.

Additionally, I would like to understand what the chain of command is for these personnel, what
rules of engagement govern them, and how disciplinary or criminal accusations are handled if
any such claims are levied against them.

Firms like Blackwater are clearly serving important functions in Iraq and putting themselves at
risk. It is important that Congress have a clearer sense of the roles they are playing so that we
can conduct effective oversight. I appreciate your assistance in this matter.

Ike Skelton
Ranking Democrat



